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ForewordForewordForewordForeword    

 

In Dutch society, internationalisation is a keyword. 

Without it, Dutch economic power and influence would 

be very limited in the global world, as its home market 

is a relatively small one. 

 

In the Dutch Universities of Applied Sciences, the 

enrolment of engineering students was behind the 

demand of the labour market. Meanwhile, the 

international oriented engineering industry needed 

more high motivated and well-educated talented 

manpower. To lessen this shortage, the idea was born 

to look for international cooperation. The Dutch 

Ministry of Education therefore founded the 

EXISTENTE project in 2005.  

 

As the Dutch Universities of Applied Sciences had 

already had good collaboration with partner 

universities abroad – among others in Indonesia 

before, the acronym EXISTENTE was born. In a close 

cooperation with Indonesian universities, excellent 

students were invited and selected for finishing their 

study (including doing internship) in Dutch engineering 

programmes. 

 

Upon the completion of the study programme, they 

graduated with a bachelor degree in an applied 

engineering science and were ready for securing a job 

at the Dutch labour market. This booklet gives you a 

short impression of the results of the first batch of the 

16 students who accepted this challenge during the 

academic year 2006 – 2007. 

 

With a lot of pleasure, together with my colleagues, I 

guided these students during their study and 

internship year. When reading their testimonials, you 

will see that it was indeed not always easy for them. 

But, they all succeeded and graduated with high 

marks. The majority found a job according to their 

study programme in the Netherlands and realised our 

dream when designing and starting this project with a 

challenging name, “Excellent International Students 

Entering Technical Education” 

(EXISTENTE). 

 

The Hague, September 2007 

 

Paul MinneePaul MinneePaul MinneePaul Minnee    

Project leader EXISTENTE 

Dutch Association of 

Universities of Applied Sciences 
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History of EXISTENTEHistory of EXISTENTEHistory of EXISTENTEHistory of EXISTENTE    

 

The founding of this project was based on the three 

main reasons: 

• a lack of engineering educated manpower in 

Dutch industry 

• a limited number of international engineering 

study programmes 

• a need for more orientation towards 

excellence in the Dutch educational system 

 

The project outlines were designed in close 

cooperation with the representatives of the Dutch 

Ministry of Education, Science and Culture and the 

Dutch Association of Universities of Applied Sciences. 

 

After a conference with the representatives of the 

world of work in May 2005, the green light for the 

project was given. The selection of the first 16 

students from several outstanding universities in 

Indonesia was done in spring 2006. They 

subsequently enrolled in September 2006. 

 

The selected students followed not only the regular 

study programme at the Dutch universities, but also 

the so-called National Curriculum (NC). NC prepared 

them to go through the final year of the study and the 

life afterwards as talented employees in an 

engineering firm. That was indeed the heart of the 

project. NC provided them with information on the 

Dutch labour market, the way to obtain a job, 

immigration regulations, and working permit 

regulations. NC was also a meeting point for the 

students. During the NC, students from four different 

locations where they studied met and were getting to 

know each other better. 

 

As all the students graduated with high marks, and the 

majority would stay as an employee where they did the 

internship, the main goals of EXISTENTE project were 

accomplished. Because the EXISTENTE students and 

project staff were constantly faced with new 

challenges, this project became so exciting. 

 

Following are the names of involved people to the 

success of this programme: 

• Paul Minnee – Project Leader 

• Fons Dehing – National Curriculum 

 

• Frans van Heerden – Civil Engineering –Utrecht 

University of Applied Sciences – Utrecht  

• Gerard de la Friture – Environment Engineering 

– Saxion University of Applied Sciences – 

Deventer  

• Jan Baas – Information Technology – 

INHOLLAND University of Applied Sciences - 

Amsterdam/Diemen    

• Leo Maasen – Electrical Engineering – Fontys 

University of Applied Sciences – Eindhoven  

• Eric Boer – Civil Engineering – Haanze 

University of Applied Sciences – Groningen  

• Ton de Jager – Process and Food Technology– 

The Hague University of Applied Sciences – The 

Hague   
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An An An An OverviewOverviewOverviewOverview    of Participantsof Participantsof Participantsof Participants    

    

    

    

 InternshipInternshipInternshipInternship    Current CompanyCurrent CompanyCurrent CompanyCurrent Company    

Electrical EngineeringElectrical EngineeringElectrical EngineeringElectrical Engineering    (Fontys Eindhoven)(Fontys Eindhoven)(Fontys Eindhoven)(Fontys Eindhoven)      

Ivan Sulaiman Vodafone BMWise, Den Bosch 

Lifiester Hosana Van der Lande Industries Van der Lande Industries, Vegel 

Tadeus Ari Nugraha ASML BMWise, Den Bosch 

   

Information TechnologyInformation TechnologyInformation TechnologyInformation Technology    (INHOLLAND (INHOLLAND (INHOLLAND (INHOLLAND 
Amsterdam/Amsterdam/Amsterdam/Amsterdam/Diemen)Diemen)Diemen)Diemen)    

  

Adi Yesaya T-Mobile BV Vodafone, Maastricht   

Anson Kaligis XS-Service - 

Mozes Tandono Blue Star BV Blue Star BV, Culemborg 

Rendian Therianto Live Com International BV LiveCom International BV, 
Amsterdam 

Thomas Gunadi Orangehill BV Qdelft, Delft 

   

Civil EngineeringCivil EngineeringCivil EngineeringCivil Engineering    (Utrecht(Utrecht(Utrecht(Utrecht    University of University of University of University of 
Applied SciencesApplied SciencesApplied SciencesApplied Sciences))))    

  

Andrew Haryanto Heerema Marine Contractor Heerema, Leiden 

Fenny Wijono Heerema Marine Contractor Heerema, Leiden 

Maria Chandra DHV Ciputra, Indonesia 

Shenny Tjandra DHV Zeetech, Zoetermeer 

Suwanda Grontmij -  

   

Environmental EngineeringEnvironmental EngineeringEnvironmental EngineeringEnvironmental Engineering    (SAXION (SAXION (SAXION (SAXION 
Deventer)Deventer)Deventer)Deventer)    

  

Ali Heijder Norit - 

Cynthia Viriyadhika Waste - 

Muhammad Taufik Witteveen +Bos - 
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EXISTENTE ProjecEXISTENTE ProjecEXISTENTE ProjecEXISTENTE Project 2006t 2006t 2006t 2006----2007200720072007: : : : Report on Student EvaluationReport on Student EvaluationReport on Student EvaluationReport on Student Evaluation    

    

IntroductionIntroductionIntroductionIntroduction    

The first (pilot) group of EXISTENTE consisted of 16 students (female 5, male 11). They started in the project with the 

pre-departure in Indonesia, and came to the Netherlands in September 2006. They took classes, did an internship, 

wrote a thesis, and met each other during the meetings of then the National curriculum. All 16 students graduated 

within twelve months!  

EXISTENTE has the dual objective of studying and working. Ten students (female 3, male 7) found a job within the 

framework of the Kennismigrantenregeling. Six students went back to Indonesia for several reasons, e.g. finalising 

work at University, personal reasons, and no job. 

After graduation, we asked all students to fill in an evaluation form by E-mail. Nine out of 16 students responded (3 

female, 6 male). We see the individual reactions as confidential. In this evaluation, we asked for feedback for process 

and product improvement. 

Appendix 1 is the number of responses. The overall impression is that that project has been seen as a positive 

experience from student perspective. There were issues that could be improved, nonetheless. Many suggestions for 

improvement have been made. 

Now we will report on the specific issues (paragraph 1 – 7). In paragraph 8, the overall recommendations made by 

the students are listed. 

    

1.1.1.1.    The preparation in Indonesia for The preparation in Indonesia for The preparation in Indonesia for The preparation in Indonesia for EXISTEEXISTEEXISTEEXISTENTENTENTENTE    

(e.g. communication on living and study in NL (the Netherlands), information, preparation for the flight, and the flight) 

• Overall: the preparation was ok (Special thanks for Tina!) although the time between selection and start of 

classes was very short.  

• Information on cost/payments was not always clear. 

• Most dominant recommendation was that we should provide more information (long) before the departure e.g. on 

Dutch language and culture/living in the Netherlands. Time was too short to learn them e.g. Dutch language. 

• Older generation of Existent students could provide information to freshmen! (Was not possible for the first 

generation) 

 

2.2.2.2.    The start in the NetherlandsThe start in the NetherlandsThe start in the NetherlandsThe start in the Netherlands    

(e.g. the arrival, pick-up, housing (space, cost, distance), introduction to others, and start of study activities) 

• Pick up from the airport was well organised.  

• The housing was ok. 

• Introduction to city and institute could be improved, e.g. with the help of other students and informal introduction 

to all teachers.  

• Internet access is necessary 

• Some more time between arrival and beginning of classes would be appreciated. 

• Information on opening bank-account was not always easy. 

• Providing bikes would be nice. 
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3.3.3.3.    The 4The 4The 4The 4thththth    year Cyear Cyear Cyear Curriculum at the University of Aurriculum at the University of Aurriculum at the University of Aurriculum at the University of Applied Sciencespplied Sciencespplied Sciencespplied Sciences    

(e.g. study load, reorientation on applied sciences, relevance, level, and study load) 

• The required mind-switch to Applied Sciences and independent learning worked well.  

• Not all classes were relevant, but the respondents learned a lot.  

• Mentoring by older EXISTENTE students would be appreciated. 

• Some students mentioned the need for more time for selection of specific topics of interest. 

• The system of marks is confusing.  

• There is a need for clear explication of mark conversion RI (Indonesia) � � NL (The Netherlands) 

 

4.4.4.4.    The National CurriculumThe National CurriculumThe National CurriculumThe National Curriculum    

(e.g. program content, relevance, duration, and number of meetings) 

• Overall: A useful part of the curriculum, regular meetings were sociable, enjoyable and relevant. Students could 

share knowledge, experiences and feelings, and make friends. 

• It was a pity that we did not visit all participating institutes! 

• All students should attend the meetings. 

• More meetings required! 

• Preparation for the internship should be earlier in the programme.  

  

5.5.5.5.    The internshipThe internshipThe internshipThe internship    

(e.g. duration, your adaptation process/socialising in the firm, and support from university and/or industry) 

• Duration is ok.  

• Adaptation processes worked well and rather quick (also) because of nice colleagues.  

• There was a misconception on the organisation of the internship. Most students expected that the institutes 

would organise this. The institutes might not have made clear enough that this was students’ responsibility. This 

created stress. 

• Support during the internship ranged from very frequent to little contact. 

• Preparation for internship (who will do what, when, and how) and help during the process of looking for should be 

intensified.  

• Put CV on www.stageplaza.nl  

 

6.6.6.6.    Preparation for workPreparation for workPreparation for workPreparation for work    

(e.g. your and our activities to get a job) 

• A hard part of the curriculum was the preparation for work.  

• Institutes and National Curriculum gave lots of information. 

• Students should start in early phase looking for a job. 

• The process has to be monitored frequently as it motivates the students. 

• Use www.monsterboard.nl.   

• Kennismigrantregeling was not very helpful and IND took longer than expected! Created uncertainty.   

• Advertise EXISTENTE to the industry! 
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7.7.7.7.    Living in the NetherlandsLiving in the NetherlandsLiving in the NetherlandsLiving in the Netherlands    

(e.g. contacts with the Dutch, food, contacts with (immigration) authorities, living, climates, Nederlandse taal) 

• Living is easy in NL.  

• Transportation is well organised.  

• Indonesian food can be bought everywhere. 

• Students do not agree on the weather/climates (ok�� too many changes). 

• Language skills are very important! Practice with the Dutch every day. EXISTENTE students are foreign who will 

stay for some time � some classes in Dutch.  

• Integration with Dutch students is required! 

 

8.8.8.8. The recommendations for the future students and the EXISTENTE programThe recommendations for the future students and the EXISTENTE programThe recommendations for the future students and the EXISTENTE programThe recommendations for the future students and the EXISTENTE programmemememe        

The following recommendations were provided by the students and therefore were put as they were sent to us 

(without any changes on the content). 

    

My recommendations for future students are:My recommendations for future students are:My recommendations for future students are:My recommendations for future students are:    

• For the future students, I recommend to have close contact with the senior students or people who live quite a 

time in the Netherlands and also mentor at school. These people are the first to contact if bad things happen and 

also they can guide them on daily life; 

• It would be better if students can do daily conversation by using Dutch language; 

• I think they should prepare to be autonomous when they were in Indonesia and also prepare to live in a quiet city, 

not likely in Indonesia; 

• Prepare to search an internship from the beginning; 

• Integrate with the Dutch people, try to learn Dutch; 

• Don’t  always gather with the Indonesian student, be more outgoing also with students/people from other 

nations; 

• One year of study is so short. Use every chance carefully and don’t waste your time, because it comes only once. 

Learn as much as you can, not only from book, but also outside the book, especially when working in the 

company because I learned a lot from it; 

• They should be able to make decisions if they would like to stay and work here or not (considering to all the 

conditions here). If yes, then they should really plan well their steps to achieve their goals, such as: studying 

Dutch language seriously within a year and start in the earlier phase to look for a job. If they would like to go back 

or work in another country, they should plan also so that when they return they will be able to be directly 

achieving their goals, not starting from the beginning again. It wastes their time. And if, they would like to 

continue studying postgraduate, then they should start looking for the university and applying so that they won’t 

be late for the enrolment; 

• Study well, don’t waste your time to play around. It is a chance in a lifetime. Use it wisely!; 

• Be more active and don’t be shy; 

• Learn to plan; 

• Try to get friends from other nations; 
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My overall recommendations for EXISTENTE are:My overall recommendations for EXISTENTE are:My overall recommendations for EXISTENTE are:My overall recommendations for EXISTENTE are:    

• Make the improvement and correction of the programme regularly so that it will be better and interesting; 

• Overall, I see the EXISTENTE is a good programme, and perhaps a recommendation for the national curriculum 

meeting is to introduce the city and the province where the students live by the students themselves; 

• I hope one day we can have a reunion of our year; 

• This programme is well done in overall. My recommendation is only to manage meeting time better because I saw 

that students often came late. It can cause the meeting out of the plan. Each program would be late or in the end 

committee has to cut each program’s duration; 

• Keep up the good work and it was a great experience. Thank you; 

• It should give more actions to make its vision and mission accomplished. 
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Appendix 1Appendix 1Appendix 1Appendix 1        Response overviewResponse overviewResponse overviewResponse overview    

    

ISSUES + - R 

1111    The preparation in IndonesThe preparation in IndonesThe preparation in IndonesThe preparation in Indonesia for ia for ia for ia for EXISTENTEEXISTENTEEXISTENTEEXISTENTE    

(e.g. communication on living and study in NL, information, 

preparation for the flight, and the flight)    

9999    4444    7777    

2.2.2.2.    The start in the NetherlandsThe start in the NetherlandsThe start in the NetherlandsThe start in the Netherlands    

(e.g. the arrival, pick-up, housing(space, cost, distance), introduction 

to others, and start of study activities)    

9999    2222    6666    

3.3.3.3.    The 4The 4The 4The 4----th year Curriculum at the University of applied th year Curriculum at the University of applied th year Curriculum at the University of applied th year Curriculum at the University of applied 

SciencesSciencesSciencesSciences    

(e.g. study load, reorientation on applied sciences, relevance, level, 

and study load)    

8888    3333    6666    

4.4.4.4.    The National CurriculumThe National CurriculumThe National CurriculumThe National Curriculum    

(e.g. program content, relevance, duration, and number of meetings)    

8888    5555    5555    

5.5.5.5.    The internshipThe internshipThe internshipThe internship    

(e.g. duration, your adaptation process/socialising in the firm, and 

support from university and/or industry)    

7777    6666    6666    

6.6.6.6.    Preparation for workPreparation for workPreparation for workPreparation for work    

(e.g. your and our activities to get a job)    

7777    4444    6666    

7.7.7.7.    Living in tLiving in tLiving in tLiving in the Netherlandshe Netherlandshe Netherlandshe Netherlands    

(e.g. contacts with the Dutch, food, contacts with (immigration) 

authorities, living, climates, and Dutch language)    

9999    4444    4444    

8.8.8.8.    My recommendations for future students are:My recommendations for future students are:My recommendations for future students are:My recommendations for future students are:    

    

        9999    

9.9.9.9.    My overall recommendations for EXISTENTE are:My overall recommendations for EXISTENTE are:My overall recommendations for EXISTENTE are:My overall recommendations for EXISTENTE are:    

    

        9999    

    

ExplicatExplicatExplicatExplication of the Questionnaireion of the Questionnaireion of the Questionnaireion of the Questionnaire    

To improve the next year’s EXISTENTE programme, we ask you to reflect on your and our activities. We name a 

number of topics and for each topic a number of issues. The issues might help you to reflect. Of course you can name 

other issues too! Can you please comment on these topics in the following 3 ways: 

+  +  +  +   issue: this issue was okay because of …………….. 

----             issue: this issue was not okay because of ………………. 

RRRR  issue: your recommendation for next year ………………..… 

We need your feedback! We know we are not perfect that’s why we prove to improve! We are prepared for “- 

comments”.  We will see the individual reactions as confidential 

 

It will take about 15 minutes of you time! 

On behalf of the project team 

Paul Minnee, Fons Dehing. 
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TestTestTestTestimonialsimonialsimonialsimonials    

 

In the following pages, you will find the testimonials from the alumni of EXISTENTE project. Their stories are inspiring 

and giving you a glimpse into the life in the Netherlands as an EXISTENTE student. Our contributors are as follows: 

1. Adi Yesaya 

2. Andrew Haryanto 

3. Anson L. Kaligis 

4. Cynthia Viriyadhika 

5. Fenny Wiyono 

6. Ivan Sulaiman 

7. Lifiester Hosana 

8. Mariana Christiana Chandra 

9. Mozes Andrianto 

10. Muhammad Taufik 

11. Rendian Therianto 

12. Suwanda 

13. Shenny Tjandra 

14. Tadeus Adi Nugraha 

15. Thomas Antonio Gunadi 
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Yup, this is the word that can represent my experience 

joining the EXISTENTE program. It was a great 

challenge for me to study abroad, adapt with a 

different culture in a short time, express myself in a 

different language, finish all the study including 

several projects, papers and presentations and a 

thesis-internship, all this in one year. It was hard work 

all the time. Thanks God it went superb and I had tons 

of new experiences. 

 

I made many new friends here in the Netherlands, 

starting from people at my flat to the people at my 

internship. In this age where networking is important, I 

am thankful that I can broaden my horizon by meeting 

other people from different nations here in the 

Netherlands. My friends and I had several events 

where we all went out, had fun, discussed, debated 

and exchanged ideas about many things. 

 

People here think differently, they are more open and 

straightforward. If I don’t say what I want, I won’t get it. 

I learned a lot about being bold and speak out my 

mind. Planning plays a very important part here, 

everything needs to be planned and arranged 

beforehand. Regarding the language, I was surprised 

that many words are actually the same with many 

Indonesian words.  

 

This is why the EXISTENTE program was made, so that 

excellent students can get excellent real world working 

experience in international companies. The working 

experience is one of the most interesting ‘class’ I ever 

had where I can apply everything I have learned during 

my study. 

 

Thanks to everyone that made this program possible. I 

wish all the new EXISTENTE guys and girls all the best, 

no pain no gain! 

 

God bless you all! 

 

Name  
Adi Yesaya 

 
Study Programme   
Information Technology 

 

University in Indonesia  
Petra Christian University 

 

University in the Netherlands 
INHOLLAND University of Applied Sciences 

Amsterdam/Diemen 
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Hi, my name is Andrew Haryanto. I studied Civil 

Engineering in Hogeschool Utrecht (HU), Netherlands. 

My home university was Gadjah Mada University in 

Yogyakarta, Indonesia.  

 

Well, within my study time in Netherlands, there were 

so many new things, include some of new Civil 

Engineering lesson such as Tunnelling. In my first 

semester in HU, I had a challenging project. It was 

about “Kampen-Ijssel Project”. In this project, every 

student was required to plan and design the most 

suitable solution for solving several problems in 

certain area.   

 

Now in my second semester, I do the internship as my 

requirement to be graduated. I do my internship at 

Heerema Marine Contractors. It is a contractor that 

transports and builds any kind of offshore structure 

over the world.  

 

My final thesis project is “Transportation of Living 

Quarters behalf of Tombua Landana Project in 

Angola”.  The main idea of the project is how to 

transport safely a portable house, called Living 

Quarters that is built in Houston, USA to Angola. The 

Living Quarters must be transported crossing the 

Atlantic Ocean by a barge. Therefore, supporting 

structures have to be designed to keep LQ and barge 

stay stable when crossing the Atlantic Ocean even 

there is a heavy storm. Though it is a complicated 

project, I get many help from, my colleagues in the 

office and from my teachers. 

 

In overall, I like to study in Netherlands. It gives 

international experiences how to communicate in a 

professional way and work with the people from with 

different cultures and nationalities.  

 

Email: hi_i_m_andrew@yahoo.com

Name  
Andrew Haryanto 
 

Study Programme   
Civil Engineering 
 

University in Indonesia  
Gadjah Mada University 

 
University in the Netherlands 
Utrecht University of Applied Sciences 
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First of all, I want to thank to this program 

(EXISTENTE) and all the staff, because without them 

probably I will never get such a great experience in my 

life. This is like a dream comes true that I could study 

abroad, outside my home country.  

 

About my study, I still remember when I attended my 

first class, it was a CISCO class. I also still remember 

how I amazed with the CISCO lab, it was great!! The 

CISCO laboratory has great devices and nice teachers 

as well. Finally, 7 weeks later after started my study 

the exams week was coming. I studied pretty hard to 

face my exams. Few weeks after the exams week, that 

was an announcement about my exams. And what 

made me surprise was I failed the CISCO exam, and 

fortunately I was not the only one who failed the CISCO 

exam, that was a lot of students that failed (It means 

that the exam was pretty difficult ☺). Few weeks after 

that, another exam week was coming and there was a 

remedial for CISCO exam, did the exam well and then I 

passed. I was speechless. I was really glad. I think it 

was my last exam in my life, I wish. From the 

beginning, I’ve written a lot about the CISCO thing. 

Yes, because it is the most important course and the 

most difficult course here. For the next EXISTENTE 

students, you are very lucky if you can study here. 

Because what I heard is, INHOLLAND University is the 

only University in the Netherlands that gives CISCO 

courses. So you’re very lucky if you could study there. 

Now I would like to share my working experience here. 

Currently, I’m working at XSservice in Amsterdam. I 

enjoy work there. My project is building a website. The 

website is simple, it is not too complicated. The main 

problem is, in Indonesia I never build a web site using 

ASP .NET. I just learned the ASP .NET few weeks 

before I came here. So I do not have enough 

experiences. Luckily, I have nice colleagues. They 

always help me every time I ask them. Now, my web 

site is almost done but my thesis report is still far 

away from finish, so I have to work hard to finish my 

thesis report.  

 

About getting a job here after I finished my study, of 

course I would like to get a job here. I really want to 

work at XSservice after I graduated, but I don’t know is 

it possible or not. I have asked my colleagues at the 

company whether there is a chance that I can work 

there or not; they said yes sure if i do my best the boss 

might hire me. One of my colleague also said that my 

boss likes to hire new employees from someone who 

has done his or her internship there, because they’ve 

known how the company’s framework and how the 

environment. Besides that, I will looking for a job at 

several companies and put my CV on their web site.

Name  
Anson L Kaligis 

 
Study Programme   
Information Technology 

 
University in Indonesia  
Petra Christian University  

 
University in the Netherlands 
INHOLLAND University of Applied Sciences 

Amsterdam/Diemen 
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To have the opportunity to be one of the EXISTENTE 

students is an extraordinary experience in my life.  

 

EXISTENTE programme has accomplished my 

ambition to study abroad to get better vision on 

international environmental study. I got a lot of new 

knowledge on how the other countries work for 

environment. And I also feel lucky that I come to the 

Netherlands, where environment is an important issue 

that get a lot of attention.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I did love the internship period, when we have to work 

in a company. I got a nice organization where I can 

experience working in an international society with a 

lot of flexibility in time and relax work atmosphere, 

though good self-discipline and responsibility are very 

important. 

 

Social interaction was also pleasant, in and after 

classes. We learn to give respect to other culture and 

individual’s thought, since the international class is 

open to many countries. I become more open-minded 

and outgoing to new peoples in bigger society. Living 

abroad for one year has thought me independency to 

make decisions and take care of myself. Finally, the 

EXISTENTE program has built my character to be a 

better individual. 

 
 

Name  
Cynthia Viriyadhika 
 

Study Programme   
Environmental Engineering 
 

University in Indonesia  
Trisakti University 

 
University in the Netherlands 
Saxion University of Applied Sciences  
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I had valuable experiences here in Netherlands. I got 

many new subjects that I had never studied in 

Indonesia before, for example tunnelling and coastal 

engineering. I focused in construction management 

while I was in Indonesia. But, I learnt more about 

structural in here. I also got many international 

friends. In this case, I learnt how to mingle with them, 

people who had different language and culture from 

me.  

 

I did my internship in Heerema Marine Contractors in 

Leiden. My subject was transportation of oil platform 

from Houston, USA, to Angola, Africa. That was a new 

subject for me. It combined civil engineering and 

marine engineering. I learnt new thing once again. 

During the internship, I not only learnt new knowledge, 

but also how to work with Dutch people. I learnt how 

to be a professional with big responsibilities.  

 

Since I already stayed here for almost a year, I would 

love to prolong it. I want to get a job here. Fortunately, 

my will almost come true. Heerema wants to employ 

me with status as a “kennismigrant”. They said that 

they would arrange my working permit in the end of 

July and it would take six weeks. But, I feel a little bit 

insecure now because I have not gotten the contract 

yet. If they give me the contract, I will start to work in 

the mid of September, because I want to go back to 

Indonesia first to attend my graduation ceremony. I  

 

 

 

will work in Netherlands for one or two years. I cannot 

decide anything for now since I still do not know what 

will happen next. But, if Heerema cannot arrange my 

working permit, I will go back to Indonesia. There are 

many choices for me. I want to apply for a job in 

Singapore or China. The second choice is study again 

to earn my master degree and the third choice is go to 

China to learn Chinese language. But, I wish that my 

working permit can be issued, so I can work here. 

 

I visited the website only once because I experienced 

difficulty when trying to open the website. I did not 

know why. The website looked good. We can perhaps 

put more information about the programme itself. We 

can explain what students will do during their study 

here. For example, they will go on internship for five 

months here and of course they will get many 

advantages out of it. 
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Hi, my name is Ivan. I am from Surabaya, Indonesia. 

Before I joined the EXISTENTE program, I was studying 

in Petra Christian University in Surabaya. My 

education background is electrical engineering. 

 

This is my first experience living alone, far away from 

my parents. This is also the first time for me to speak 

English on a daily basis. Everything is new for me, new 

culture, new school, new language and also new 

friends, in short, a new world. 

 

Fontys is an international university. My classmates 

come from all over the world, European, African, from 

Middle East, South America and Asian. My roommates 

are both from Russia, so capable of speaking fluent 

English is a must here. Most of the Dutch people 

themselves are able to speak English fluently. If you 

speak English, you will not get lost here. 

 

The Netherlands people are very friendly. Whenever I 

pass by a person, I always get the greetings from them 

or at least a wink in the eyes. Dutch people are also 

very open and straight forward, so you can easily 

discuss everything with them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I like traveling and photography. The Netherlands has 

a lot of old cities with old buildings well maintained, 

which suits my hobby. Public transportation system in 

the Netherlands is excellent. You can easily travel to 

another city easily with bus or train. 

 

One important thing is the weather. The weather in 

this country is quite tricky. You can expect surprise 

from the sky whenever you do outdoor activity, 

especially the wind! I never use the weather forecast 

till I live in this country. 

 

All I can say is this is a valuable experience, involved 

in the EXSITENTE program. It seems hard to live 

abroad, alone apart from your parents. Although it is 

not easy, but with “frikandel special” and “kroket” in 

hands, it’s doable. 
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Choosing to study abroad was a challenge to step out 

of my comfort zone and try something new. It allowed 

me to deal with various obstacles and taught me the 

things that I am capable of on my own. Though it’s not 

easy at the beginning, I will never regret my decision 

to join the EXISTENTE program and come to the 

Netherlands.  

 

I arrived here in August 2006. From my first days, I did 

realize that I faced a completely different life: the 

people, the culture, the language, the food, and also 

the weather. I got used to bike everyday, which the 

last time I did was when I was 10 years old. I started 

to eat “frikandel” and “frites”. I tried to enjoy the Dutch 

weather which always changed every time. I learned to 

do 3-times cheek-kisses when I met people. And there 

were still many things I had never done before. 

Indeed, I needed time to adapt with these very new 

things. But after several months, I could live with it 

and it became my custom as well. 

 

During my study at Fontys, I learned that the lectures 

were not only about theoretical stuffs, but also how to 

practice what I got in class. The teachers were very 

friendly, and their way of teaching allowed me to 

develop myself and understand the lectures on my 

own. This manner taught me to be more independent 

and it really helped me when I did my graduation 

internship. 

 

The graduation internship was one of the best periods 

during my education. At the beginning, in February 

2007, it was both hard and exciting. I had to learn a 

lot of things, read a lot of books, meet new people, 

and deal with a real big company environment. I saw 

how professional the Dutch people work, though we 

joked and laughed together at coffee breaks or lunch 

times. I enjoyed every single day when I spent my 

times behind my desk trying to finish my project and 

writing my graduation report. On the last days of my 

internship, I thought that it would be an invaluable 

experience if I could work here in Holland for several 

years after my graduation. I could gain the opportunity 

to apply the knowledge I have, and the modern 

technology here would support me to improve my 

capability as an engineer. Fortunately, the company 

where I did my internship offered me a job. On June 

2007, on the last day I met my company supervisor, I 

still remember what he said, "Enjoy your holiday. And 

we will meet again on the next two months, as 

colleagues." 

 

I already graduated one month ago. Now is the time to 

enjoy the Dutch summer, barbecue in the backyard 

with some friends, and eat ice cream when the 

sunshine is too hot. I just relax and take a breath 

before the summer ends, and the new episode of my 

life begins: the journey in the real working life which 

will never let us stop to learn, think, fight, and dream. 
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I am a student from Petra Christian University, 

Surabaya, Indonesia. Now, I am studying in 

Hogeschool Utrecht, Utrecht, the Netherlands in order 

to complete my final year of studying Civil Engineering; 

my first four years have been done in my home 

university.  

 

In this one program, not only I have gained theoretical 

knowledge about civil engineering such as road and 

railway design, coastal engineering, tunneling, and 

dredging, but also I had the opportunity to apply my 

knowledge in the real business environment since I 

did my internship for five months in one of the 

international Dutch company, DHV.  

 

In my internship period, I was involved in renovation of 

drinking water pump station De Punt, Groningen, the 

Netherlands. Here I learned how to design a drinking 

water pump station. I learned how to be able to solve 

the problem based on the knowledge I have, how to 

work as individual, and how work in a group.  

 

 

Besides I have achieved higher level of education; 

being far from my from my family also makes me more 

mature. I can learn how to be a decision maker for my 

own, how to live independent, how to live in a new 

society with different culture, and also how to 

understand other people. 
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This is my first experience to study abroad, so I have 

no information about it. Fortunately, when I arrived in 

Schipol, Amsterdam’s airport there were two friends 

from INHOLLAND picked me up. Before the study 

period started, they taught me how to live in the 

Netherlands and also when we started to study.  

 

The way of learning is completely different between in 

Indonesia and in the Netherlands. So, sometimes we 

were very shock. In Indonesia, there were enough time 

to study some courses and do another activity. Here, 

we must concentrate on study because there were 

many assignments from our lecturer. Another 

difference is, in Indonesia, we only study what the 

teachers teach us, but in the Netherlands, we should 

develop our own knowledge by searching in on the 

Internet and we must learn to read. When we do not 

understand about something including in course and 

out course, we should browse about it in Internet 

before we ask to other people.  

 

This is the time for real life. In this period, we worked 

everyday like another employee. My company located 

in the small town, called Culemborg. It takes 1.5 hours 

from my room to the office. My company has fifteen 

employees, but not all people come every day.  

 

 

My study period very help me to do my internship, 

because I use the same application, so I do not find 

much difficulties to finish it. In company, my 

supervisor informed me the general step to do my 

internship, for the technical things, I try to solve it 

myself, but when I cannot do it, I will ask my partner or 

my supervisor and they help me.  
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I started my study almost year ago. It soon became 

clear that I had had made a good decision to come to 

Netherlands.  

 

I had known in advance about Dutch Universities’ 

expertise in water management, which was very 

important in Environmental Engineering or 

Environmental Technology study.  

 

The education here is comprehensive, effective and 

more practice-oriented. The lectures provides cover a 

wide range of topic, while practical exercises and case 

studies using the theory learned from the class help 

me to digest the theory and to develop my capability to 

analyse and solve problems.   

 

 

 

There are plenty of opportunities to do an internship in 

a Dutch company, even we are not fluent in Dutch. 

Now, I am working at a Witteveen+Bos, one of the 

leading engineering consultant companies in the 

Netherlands.  I work on a real project with real 

responsibilities in my hand. My job is to create a water 

supply network and sanitation system in an African 

country.  It is a wonderful experience working in the 

company, learning how to apply your knowledge in 

practice and getting to know people and their culture.  

I can just recommend anyone to come here to 

Holland.  
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Studying IT in the Netherlands is quite a challenge for 

me. My study programme at INHOLLAND consists of 

two phases. I spent the first period (approx. 5.5 

months) for studying at school. And then the rest is for 

internship and final project. First time is a bit hectic I 

guess. Mostly it’s because the lack of time to adapt to 

the new environment. I got here on 26 August, and 

then I had to make a lot of arrangements for banks, 

residence permits, transportation, household stuffs, 

and others in just one week. The school started on 1 

September. But after a while, things started to settle 

down. The studying process was fine. The teachers 

were really helpful. I met new friends. Having new 

experiences. It’s really nice to know and adapt to new 

culture in the process. 

 

But for me, the real exciting part is the internship 

period. I’m doing my internship in LiveCom 

International B.V., an IT company with full Dutch 

environment. The first impression I got from working 

with Dutch people is that they are so welcome. As long  

 

as we have our skills with us, they would gladly accept 

us as part of the team. They don’t see us by race, or 

skins, or others. This is very nice considering such 

cases are still happening in other western countries. 

 

Dutch people are really fun to work with, at least in my 

company. They share jokes all the time. I found 

working here is full of flexibility. As long as we meet 

the expectations, we can pretty much do everything on 

our way. By the time of writing, I’m reaching the end of 

the internship period. It’s been 9 month since the first 

time I arrived. Time really flies here. I still have a lot of 

works to do though, the thesis, the final presentation, 

etc. But as far as I concern, being a part of the 

EXISTENTE program is really a lifetime experience for 

me. It’s like riding a jet coaster in an amusement park. 

We’ll get the joy, the thrill, the pressure, and of course 

the least thing we ever want… the bad weather. 
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My name is Suwanda. My field of study is civil 

engineering. I study for four years at Gadjah Mada 

University Indonesia and I finish my bachelor at 

Hogeschool Utrecht in a dual degree program. 

 

Studying in Holland, the country that exists by the 

assist of engineering works, has given me many 

challenging experiences. At the school, the way of 

studying in Holland is more to the group project and 

solving problems through many possibilities rather 

than in a theoretical way. We, as an engineer, need to 

be creative in solving problems. I think that is 

important aspect that teachers have emphasized us.  

 

The new subjects such as Dredging and Tunneling 

gave me a lot of new knowledge. As far as I know, the 

Netherlands is one of the best country about those 

kinds of things, therefore I enjoyed when I studied 

those subjects. 

 

In the second semester, I did my final thesis in a 

Dutch company, which was actually also an 

International company. I did it at Grontmij, a well 

known consultant company in Civil Engineering works.  

 

My final thesis was about designing a railway bridge. 

Fortunately, I joined in the right place at Grontmij. I sat 

in the Road and Railway department. Working in the 

international company brought me into a new world, 

especially in engineering. In that time, the internal 

experts helped me and gave ideas on dealing and 

solving some problems. 

 

At the office, I did only do my final thesis project, but 

also work as the drafter in a real project. Those 

situations gave me a good way to feel a real work. 

 

By doing the real project, I felt a big responsibility was 

put on my shoulders. I could eventually overcome it 

and finish all my works in a pleasant way. 

 

I really like the Dutch culture, where I can feel free to 

ask. I learned more how to describe my ideas, shared 

my difficulties, discussed with others and especially 

solved the problems in the most suitable way. 

 

Last but not least, studying in Holland is a big step for 

me for my future carrier. 
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During my study period and internship in The 

Netherlands, I got so many unforgettable moments in 

my youth life. I am really thankful for the opportunity 

and won’t regret at all for the decision I have made. 

Not only the knowledge of modern infrastructure and 

the experiences of working in an international 

company I got but also the way to be independent, 

develop, and struggle with my life, something that I 

can hardly get in Indonesia.  

 

 
 

Moreover, I am able to fulfill my hobby of traveling, 

started with The Netherlands and ended with some of 

the European countries. There, I can see the world, 

widen my mind, know more people, culture, and 

languages as well as expanding my network. It is really 

priceless!! 
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Hi there! My name is Tadeus. I am now an alumnus of 

both Fontys University of Applied Sciences – 

Eindhoven as well as Petra Christian University – 

Surabaya. I majored in Electrical Engineering, 

specialized in Telematics/Telecommunication. 

 

It felt just like yesterday when I nervously unloaded my 

suitcase in Juanda, omitting things to fit the max 

weight of my hand-carry. But eventually we made it, 

exiting Schiphol at 5 a.m., safe and sound. I saw Paul 

and several others there standing tall, but not for long, 

for we were picked-up by a driver sent by Fontys. We 

went directly to the campus in Eindhoven. A series of 

things then followed. We met Leo, got our room keys, 

met our coach, Piet, met with fellow Indonesian 

student Zewen and Ryan, walked around town and so 

on. Later that evening we met with the almost 

complete Indoven gang, in a café at the centrum. 

When I got home the sun just set, yet it already was 

almost 11. Then I sat on my bed and said to myself 

“This is it”, the EXISTENTE sensation had just begun. 

 

Things went more intense after that day; the next 

Monday school begun. Another personal pressure was 

that I, as my parents’ son, had to assure the success 

of this ‘pilot’ program one way or another. Blessings 

and challenges came and went, yet somehow I was 

able to go through it all. Thinking about it again, there 

are several things that helped me to survive it all: my 

dear coach, Leo, Fons, Paul, the Indoven gang, my 

new found church friends, and my parents back home, 

who diligently prayed for me each and every day. I  

thank God Almighty for blessing me through them all, 

and thank them also individually for all their effort in 

serving us, the younglings. 

 

There were difficult and uncertain moments too, 

especially end of semesters, with the internship 

application and the internship itself. My faith and 

strength did wither, but then God, through these 

people, restored me back to life. I remember Piet 

telling me that if I fail, my parents will still love me; 

that he will be 2 meters behind to support me. This 

rejuvenates my conviction for more than Piet and my 

parents, God loves me for what I am, and will support 

me all the way.  

 

In the end, I graduated; not with flying colors like Lifi, 

but I graduated none the less with one-of-a-kind and 

genuine experience. I got a great job with a good 

salary, all thanks to the EXISTENTE board in never 

ceasing to provide directions, suggestions and support 

through the National Curriculum; although Fons did 

indeed deliver silly jokes most of the time. This race is 

finished, just to be replaced by a new one. One thing I 

know for certain: if God is in my ship, I could sail 

through the storm. That’s what success is for me. So I 

thank everybody involved with the program and wish 

you that God would be present in your ships so that 

you will be champions of the winds of this land. Peace 

of the Lord that surpasses all understanding be with 

you all. 

Soli Deo Gloria. 

-Tadeus A. Nugraha 
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The study period took about six months. It was quite 

busy at that time. I had to put much effort on that. 

Luckily, I passed all the subjects with good results.  

 

I learned several new things from that study period. 

One of the new things was the logbook, which I never 

used it before. By using logbook, you can see what 

you’ve done for some period of time. It is very useful 

to track your activity if something goes wrong. I also 

have a better knowledge in asp.net. These new things 

are very useful for my internship.  

 

The teachers are great. They always keep an eye on 

us. Besides asking about our school condition, they 

also asked about our social life. How do you feel? 

How’s the food? Is there a problem? Etc.  

The internship was great. I worked with several people 

on a big project. My job was to develop certain parts of 

that project. I learned many new things. My workmates 

were always there when I needed. They helped me a 

lot. Their jokes always cheered my up when I got stuck 

with my work. I learned the working environment of a 

real project, instead of just a school project. We 

always sat in one table and had lunch together. During 

the lunch, we usually talked about movies, games, 

music, the foods that we ate, anything except works. 

Even though they seemed funny, entertaining, sloppy, 

but they were very responsible on their job. They 

managed to finish their job on time. Overall, it was 

nice to have this scholarship.  
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